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THE MASSACHUSETTS GAME 



Of 



BASE BALL. 



The Game of Base Ball, as adopted by tho 4< Mas- 
sachusetts Association of Buae Ball Players," May, 
1858, which baa over been the favorite and principal 
game played throughout New England, differs, in many 
points, from tha Now York gatne, though it require* 
equal skill and activity, and deservedly holds tho first 
place lo the estimation of all ball players and the 
public. 

It ia only within the last four years that match games 
have becnino popular, and that this game of base hall 
has taken the high position which it now occupies, as 
the leading game of out-dour sports. The popularity 
of p and the increasing interest in, this game, is mainly 
to be attributed to the public journals, which have 
supported and encouraged its participants, by reporting 
their matches, and advocating their claims to public 
favor, as important and necessary as a brunch of phys- 
ical education. 

The only essential materials used in playing tho 
game, besides a ball, are a bufc-stick and four wooden 
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MM ho tho ann B3C d TuIca ^ ^.^ of ^ 
game. The ball „ Mmpoied of ^ 
•taj» of Ind.a rubber *ou c d ^^ f ' Q ™ 
Plata -pl. Cre . and cterad wilh £,k i eaJf *.* «"»• 

« T iT , 8 thr ° Wer ' B to the strik <*'« »Umd as 
explained bj the following diagram :- 
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The four comer, of the 8f , UB ra (A, D, G and D.) 
arc the bwe.. The .,„«. (S j of four feet, at eaua 
dwtanoe between the fimt 8 nd fourth ba*e (A and D ) 




OF BASS BALI.. 

is tho striker's stand. Outside of this square and the 
lino between the first find fourth baso, is the catcher's 
stand. In the contra of the squar© (T,) the thrower 
is stationed, who deliTurs the ball to tho striker, which, 
iT not struck, should be caught by tho catcher behind ; 
but, if struck by tho bat&man, he is obliged to run the 
bases, commencing at A, no ou to B, C, and D ; when 
arriving at D, or the home base, ho is entitled to one 
tally. After the first player strikes the ball and runs 
to tho base, he is immediately succeeded by tho next 
(1 in " player, who takes his turn in the order in which 
he is chosen. Tho " out T1 party, besides tho thrower 
and catcher , should be stationed as follows: Ono 
player on or within a few fat from each base, who 
should give strict attention to the game, and bo pre* 
pared to receive the ball at any time, in order to "put 
out " an opposite player, while passing from one base 
to the other. Ono or two players should bo stationed 
a few yards behind tho catcher, to stop tho ball in case 
tho catcher should fail to do bo. The other players 
should be stationed at different parta of the field t to 
pass the ball to the thrower when it has been knocked 
by the striker. 

The Rules and Regulations contained in this book, 
govern all match gomes, and are the only standard 
in the New England States, 

The Olympic Club, of Boston, established in 18M, 
was the first regularly organized Club in the State, and 
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T»i lassAcnuuria oajis 
fir o„ r a year the only one in the field. Ita flnt 

Rim free Club. The » Kim 'free, » only e^tcd for „ 
hort tima , min, of ita WA* taki ja t 

rormatian of other dab.. In 1850, the (ireen AW 
ta.n Club wa. established in Beaton, and, during tl,o 
^,.everal citing match g, lmes were pU Z on 
tho Common, between tbem and the Olympic. Dur- 
ing the »„„ of 1357, many dubs were organic in 
tho v.ojn.ty f Boston, an) ong whicIl wero the B 

fnd i , T'^ BankcT HU1 ' A ™*». «-i 
™* Ready JWpoag, Union, and Wi»»h»n A 
Urge „ utnt)Gr of Ilmtchefl worG I 

J« of mtcrcat m.nifeated among Bull player, ; C 
ncou- of the .«„„, th . (>Ijiapic8 rmm ^ a codQ 

if a ^ * e * tt,at » M *'** wu. adopted bv «v- 
£ o her Glut.. At the openiog f the ™ „ 
1858, there wa* a genera] movement in favor of cailine 
^convention of delegate from tho ^ Uuba JJ 
the pnrpo*, of establishing . Ct>do rf regulations to 
*™ all mat< [|C8 be^en them ; and according 
to . call a)g ned bj tho Fkerideai. of si, of th f 
*n»r Clota, a Convention was hold in Dedh ° 
Way I , 1858, at which ten Clubs were ^S^ 
two delegates each. A resolution wae adopted declar 
log tho Convention a permanent organization, and a 
committee of live was appointed to prepare and sub- 
ail a Umtilulioa and By-Lawn for i u government 
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also, Rules&nd Regulations for playing Base Ball. Tho 
committee reportxi, and tho Convention adopted the 
Constitution and By-l-awa, and was dulj organised 
under the name of tho " Massacbubxtts Association 
of Bass Bali, Platers. 1 * The Rules and Regulations 
of tho game were then adopted by the Association, and 
the Chturmao of the Committee was appointed to 
superintend the publishing of the samp. 
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This Association «lml! bo known hv #k 
ARTICLE r. 
•.I*.*,. ofktd, t ? e °°"' "' ** M ' anJ ** 



ARTICLE ir.-Afo^s. 
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dwlarod duly entitled to representation in thia Associ- 
ation by paying to the Treasurer the sum of one 

dollar- 

Sec, 3. No Club shall be represented in thia Asso- 
ciation until its delegates hite signed thia Constitu- 
tion. 

ARTICLE HI.— QflEflrti 

Sec. 1 - Tho officers of this Association shall be a 
President t Vice President. Secretary and Treasurer. 

Sec. 2. The first election of officers shall be held 
immediately upon tho adoption of this Constitution 
and the officers then elected ehall respectively hold 
office until tho next annual meeting* and thereafter all 
officers flhall be elected by written ballot and general 
ticket, a plurality of votes electing. 

Sec, 3> Rich officer shall hold hia office of appoint- 
ment for one year. 

Sec. 4. Any vacancy in either of tho offices may 
be filled at any meeting of the Association regularly 
organized. 

ARTICLE rV.— Dvttis of Officers. 

Sec. 1- It shall be tho duty of the President to 

preside at all meetings of the Association, to preserve 

order, and see that the laws are carried into offset 

He shall have no vote, except in the election of officers, 

and except in cases of an equal division of tho inem- 
r o 
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bera on any qa«tion, who. ho ahal] & e tha ^ 

Sic 2. The President ahall have power to call 
jp«d meeting, f a . Am*&im!Z£ZZ 

to ca II a apecal meeting whenever requcaM to do J 

scs bJ fiv : Club8 - IIe Bhai1 ^- * ^ 

mitteaa aniens otherwise ordered 

Prudent £!^ B > M,B ^ the •*—<**. 
Indent B baU be „ FWtod witIl ^ er 

office, and perform all tho d ut i M of tho office. 

Sec. 4. Tho Secretary shall bo a median, of com- 

-—?*.*■ Wiations, aud ■ « 

W 5 If A* name to a " ******* «3 Ooti- 
eha„ attend all meet]ng3 of tho jW ; atj £ 

ZL ^ ° rd6r - Mo aha » owurntcl v record tho 

STZ of 2 Tt^ thej '— ' i ess 

eution, al» notify Cl BOfl f their election, and issue 
all notice, of *„*„„.. He H hall deliver to hia To- 

to the Association, in hia possession. 8 

t h^T' /" /J" Troa8Urer flha » «<»ive and hold all 
the fond, of the Aviation. H e BnaI1 k , correc 

account of all money received and disbursed by "Z 

» a bo,, to bo provided for tbat p urp0M . He ,' 
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pay no bills unless approved by tho President or a ma* 
jorityof members - y ho shall have power to assess each 
Club their proportionate part of any sum paid out by 
him, when authorised to do eo by a vote of the Associ- 
ation, Ho shall bo propared to report tho amount of 
funds in hia possesion at tho annual meeting, and 
whenever requested by a rota of tho Association. 

ARTICLE V.—MteJings. 

Sec. I. Tho annual meeting of tho Association 
shall bo held on the first Saturday in April, at such 
hour and place in tho city of Boston as tha President 
shall select. 

Sec. 2- All meetings of the Association shall bo 
advertised in one or mure of tho daily journals of the 
city of Boston, at least ono week previous to that of 
the meeting; and, when a npecial meeting is called, 
its nature shall be stated in tho announcement of the 
meeting. 

Sec. 3. At all meeting* of the Association, fifteen 
delegates shall constitute a quorum for the tnm&actioo 
of business* 

ARTICLE YL—RuIcm. 

The Rules and Regulations herewith annexed shall 
govern all match games of Base Ball played between 
Clubs belonging to this Association* 
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No alterations, additions or amend moms to the Con- 
■titnUon and Bj-Uwb, or the RuIm and Regulations, 
shall bo adopted, unless the satno shall bo submitted 
to tho Annual moeting, nor unicf& t)u , „ amfi ehaH ^ 

adopted by a vote of a majority of all the members 
present at such meeting. 



BT-LAWS. 

Sec. 1 . The order nf business at. all meetings shall 
be as follows -Ut. Reading the Report of I'renous 
Meetings. 2d. Election of Officer*. 3d. Report of 
Committees in order of their appointment. 4th. Re- 
port of Officers. 5th. Unfinished business. 6th. 
New business. 

Sec, 2. No member Hhall Ih> allowed to discuss any 
question under debnte without rising and addressing 
the Chair ; nor shall ho speak more than twice on any 
fjaestion, nor more than five minutes at any time, un- 
less by unanimous consent. 
Sue. 3. Every member present, shall be required lo 
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yoto on questions, unless bo ia directly or personally 
interested, ar excuses') by the vote of a majority of 
members present. 

Sec. 4, Any member may at any time call for tho 
reading of any article of the Constitution or By- Laws, 
or minutes, or any other paper rein ting to the ques- 
tion then under consideration. 

Sec. 5. Tbo yeas and nays shall he taken on any 
question, at the request of Eve members. 

Sec> 6. Any member belonging to this Association, 
behaving in an ungentlomanly manner, or rendering 
himself obnoxious to the Association, may, by a voto 
sf two-thirds of the members present, bo eipelled- 

Sec, 7. All charges against any member or Club 
must be submitted in writing, and notice of such 
charges furnished such members or Cluba so charged, 
who shall bo entitled to submit a written defence. 
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RULES ANT> REGULATIOKS 

Of the- Qame of B« fl Ball, adopts bjr tn . ..„-___ 
chu,>tt. Associate of Basa BUI /Cr. "££* 
In Dodiam, « oy |8 thl 18CB> «Vo~, held 

1. ThoBAiiiaurt weigh Dot less than two, nur 
J'" '*" tW ° and ^««rter ounces, . wWu ^. 
ft must » 6a .a« not less than ,1, and a half, nor Lro 
than «gl,t and a l, a |f i DBhei in alrQumf ^ 

mtwthceoTcwd with leather. 

2. The Bit must ho round, and mutt not exceed 
few and a bilf ioahei in diameter in the threat part 
t mutt bo mad, of wood, and i aaj bo of an y ]„„«,' 
to H iut the Striker. J n 

3 Four H.SE3 or Bo™„ s ■f.nll constitute a round 
the distance from each Base shall bo sixty f m 

four J^ ^7 ' h * U * W00dCn fltaktB ' !•«***« 
lour foot from the ground. 

5. The W» sbull BUnd inaid , of ft aCQ of 
f«t m duuowr, at equal distance helwi, the S 
and fourth Bows. ,,n,t 

I. The TMWWtt shall stand thirty-five feet f roni 
and on u parallel line with the Striker. 

r* The CJ«cii«a shall not enter within the space 
occupied kj the Striker, and must regain upon hhZ 
in all cases while catching the Ball. 
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8, The Ball muflt bo thrown— not pitched or 
to^ed—to the Bat, on tho Bide preferred by the 
Striker, and within reach of hie Bat. 

9. Tho Ball must be caught flying in all caeca. 

10- Players must take their knocks in tho order in 
which they ara numbered ; and after the first inning? 
ia played, the torn will oommonco with tho player suc- 
ceeding tho one who lost on the previous innings. 

11, Tho Ball being struck at three times and 
missed, and caught each time by a player on the op- 
posite aido, the Striker shall bo considered out. Or, 
if tho Ball be ticked or knocked, and caught on the 
opposite side, the Striker shall be considered out* Bat 
if the Ball ia not caught after being struck at three 
times, it shall be considered a knock, and the Striker 

obliged to run. 

12, Should the Striker stand at the Bat without 

striking at good balls thrown repeatedly at him, for 
tho apparent purpose of delaying tho game, or of 
giving ad^antago to players, the referees, afler warn- 
ing him, shall call one sirike, and if he persists in 
such action, (wo and three strikes; when throe strikes 
are called, he shall be subject to the same rules as if 
ho struck at three fair halls. 

13, A player, having possession of tho first Base, 
when tho Ball is Struck by tha succeeding player, 
must vacate the Baee, even at the risk of being put 
out j and when two players get on one Baao, either by 
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wrfhUia Ball thrown b 7 ono of the ; tfl Rid 

foro h hM touched the hoce bounce off. ii 
he shall be considered out. 

15. A pl^ after running the Tour Base* 0Q 
t^ I" 01118 ^ " hail * «tifl«| to one 4 

Jl 7>T ngaU matcl1 fi» m <*. when one is out 
the side shall bo considered out. 

I « .b.11 constitute tho *„,., the ma W of wllic| T 
««jr Club, that Club shall N judge(J J^ ^ 

P^n, r rum eaoh Club, ahal! constitute a ntA ,. alt 
M«?i A J POrB ° n enpige<i °" oith « ^d e , Bhalf not 

£ if S P r ' e r n8CDt ° f th ° W 1 * P"*- 
from each Club, *ho shall Bgro(i Dn a J 
from so.no Club belonging to tbU A-wciad™ if Z 
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THE CATCHER. 



THE NEW YORK GAME 
or 

BASE BALL. 



Toe game of Base Ball is fast becoming, in thia 
country, what Cricket is to England, a national game, 
combining, aa it does, exciting sport and healthful exer- 
cise at a trifling expense. It baa a decided advantage 
over tho monotonous routinQ of tha Gymnasium or 
other modea of exorcise. 

The rules adopted by tho National Association of 
Base Ball Players, who meat annually in New York, 
are rapidly being adopted by players in all parts of tha 
country, they having been found superior to all others 
as giving a more equal share in the game to nil 
the players engaged, us the game, whoo properly 
played, requires close attention, courage and activity ; 
and the victory in a match depends as much upon the 
oxcllcnco of the fielding as on that of players in more 
prominent positions. The first Club formed in New 
England, under these rules, was organized Juno 10th, 
1R57, under tho name of the H Tri-Mountain Base Ba!l 
Club of Boston/ 1 and for a long period was the only 
3 
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one in this section of the country. Ukoall now ideas 
not thoroughly understood, this innovation upon the 
"old style" of play mot with decided and marked 
opposition, and it was only with the most dotertDined 
pluck and perseverance that tha founders kept the 
club together, and sustained the claims of the game 
adopted by the National Association as superior to 
all others- But, in the Spring aud Summer of ]8Sb\ 
many new clubs were formed, among which were the 
Portland and Forrest City Clubs, of Portland, Mo.; 
tha Pioneer, of Springfield, Mass,; tho Atwater, of 
Weetfield , tho Nonotuek, Union and Excelsior of 
Northhampton, tho Lawrence and Independent^ Cam- 
bridge; and in the Spring of 1859, the Bowdoin,of 
Boston. An exciting match played in Beaton in the 
Summer of 1858, between the Portland Club and tho 
Tri'MonDtain, did much to remote tho predjudiccs of 
many of the opponent* of the gomo, and produced a 
marked change of opinion in its favor ; it may now bo 
considered as firmly established in New England, and 
we trust the day is not far distant when the rules of 
the National Aasodation will gnvcrn ail matches played 
in tho country. 



RULES AND REGULATIONS 
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THE CAME OF BASE BALL 

ADOPTED BY TH8 

Jlidtoiral $A50tintiun of $n« gnll $l8Qtn. 

HELD IN NBW-TORK, SlABOH 10, 1BB9. 



Sec. 1. The ball muet weigh not 1cm than five and 
three-fourths nor more than six ounces avoirdupois. 
It must measure not less than nine and tliree-foarths, 
nor more than ten inches in circumference. It must 
|» composed of India rubber and yarn, and covered 
with leather, and in all match gomes shall be furnished 
by the challenging Club, and become- the property of 
the winning Club, as a trophy of victory. 

Sec, 2. Tho bat must he round, and must not 
exceed two and a half incheB in diameter in tho thick- 
est part. It must he made of wood, and may bo of 
any length to suit the striker. 

Sue. i. The bases must lw four in number , placed 
«t equal distances fruui each other, and securely fast- 
ened upo" lhfl fuur corners of a square, whoso sides 
are respectively thirty yards. They must ho so con- 
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atructed as to be distinctly aeen by the umpire, and 
must cover a space equal to one square foot of surface. 
Tlio first, second and third hoses shall be canvass bag* 
painted white, and filled with Bund or sawdust ; the 
home base and pitcher's point to be euch marked by a 
flat circular iron plate , pointed or enamelled whilo. 

Sec. 4. The base from which the bail is struck 
shall be designated the Home Base, and must bo 
directly opposite to the second base ; the first baae 
must always be that upon the right hand, and the 
third base that upon the left hand side of the striker, 
when occupying his position at the homo haae. 

Sec, 5. The pitch erV position shall he designated 
hya IfjH four yards in length, drawn at right angles 
to a line from home to the second base, having its cen- 
tra upon that line, at a faed iron plate placed at a 
point fifteen yards distant from the home base. The 
pitcher must deliver the ball as near as possible over 
tho centre Of said hase l and for the striker. 

Sec. 6. The ball must bo pitched, not jerked nor 
thrown to the bat ; and whenever the pitcher draws 
back his hand, or moves with the apparent purpose or 
pretension to deliver the hall, he shall so deliver it, 
and must have neither foot in advance of the line at 
the time or delivering tho bail ; and if ha fulls in 
either of these particulars, then it shall bo declared a 
baulk. 
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Sm\ 7. When u baulk is made by the pitcher, 
nvery player running the base* is entitled to una ba*e, 
without being put out. 

Sec. 8. If tho ball, from a stroke «»f the hat, is caught 
behind thu mage of home and the first tan or Imma 
and the third tou*e, without having touched the ground, 
or first touched the ground behind those bases, it shall 
be termed foul, ami must be so declared by the umpire 
unasked. If the ball first touches ilia ground, oris 
caught without having touched the ground, either upon 
or in front of the range of those hues, it shall bo con- 
sidered fair. 

Sec. 9. A player making the home buee, shall be 
entitled U* score one run. 

StC HI- If three balls are struck at ami minted, 
and the tat one is not caught, either flying or upon 
the first bound, it Shall be considered fair, and the 
striker must attempt to make bis run. 

Sec 11. Tho striker ifl out if a foul ball is caught, 
either before touching the ground, or upon tho first 

bound : 

Sec 1*2. Or, tf thrc-o balls are struck at and 
miseed, and the last is caught cither before touching 
tho ground, or upon tho first bound ; 

Sic 13. Or, if a fair ball is struck, and tho ball 
i8 MU ght either without hawg touched the ground or 
upon the first bound : 
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S«c. 14. Or, if a fair ball is struck, and tho ball ib 
held by an adversary on the first base, before the striker 
touches that bo«o ; 

Sec. 15. Or if, at any timo, ho io touched by tho 
ball while in play in tho hands of ati adversary, with- 
out flome part of bin person being on a base. 

Sbc. U), No ace nor base can be made upon a foul 
ball t nor when a fair ball has boen caught without 
having touched the ground i and tho ball shall, in tho 
former instance, bo considered dead, and not io play 
until it shall first have been settled in tho hands of 
tho pitcher j an cither caae, tho players running b&ifta 
shall rctum to them. 

Sec. 17. The striker must stand on a line drawn 
through tho centre of the home base, not exceeding in 
length three foot from either side thereof, and parallel 
with tbe line occupied by the pitcher. lie shall be 
considered the striker until be baa made the first base. 
1'laycra must strike in regular rotation, and after the 
first inning U played, the turn commences with the 
player who stands on tbe list next to tho one who tost 
the third band. 

Bsc. 18, Flayers must make their bases in the order 
of striking ; and when a fair ball is struck, and not 
caught flying nor on the first bound, the first base 
must be vacated, as also tho second and third bases, if 
they are occupied at the same timo* Players may be 
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put out upon any base, under these circumstances, in 
the same manner as the striker, when running to 
the firBt basts. 

Sec- 19. Player* running the bases must, ao for as 
possible, keep upon the direct line between the bases ; 
and should any pVayer run three feet out of this line, 
for the purpose of avoiding the ball in the hands of an 
adversary, ho ehall be declared out. 

Sec. 20. Any player, who shall Intentionally pro- 
vent an adversary from catching or fielding the ball, 
shall be declared out. 

Sec. 21. If a player is prevented from making a 
base, by the intentional obstruction of an adversary, 
ho .hall bo entitled to that base, and not bo putout. 

Sec 22. If an adversary stops the ball with his 
hat or cap. or takes it from the bands of a party not 
engaged in the game, no player can be put out unless 
the bull shall first have been settled in the hands of 
the pitcher. 

Sec, 23. If a ball, from the stroke of the bat, is 
held under any other circumstances than as enume- 
raicd in Section 22nd, and without having touched the 
ground more than once, the striker is out. 

Sac. 24, If two hands are already out, no player 
running home at the time a ball ib struck, can make 
an aco if the striker is put out. 




?~tt*&Z£3#& 



—T 






34 



RULES AND REGULATIONS, 



Se<\ 25, An inninga muRt bo conclndsd at the time 
the (bird hand is put out. 

Sec* 20. The game shall consist of nine innings to 
each aido, when, should tho number of rune lw equal, 
the play shall bo continued until a majority of runs, 
upon an equal number of innings shall bo declared, 
which shall conclude the game. 

Sec. 27, In playing all matches , nine players from 
each olub shall constitute a full Cold 1 and they must 
have been regular members of the club which they 
represent, and of no other club, Tor thirty days prior 
to the match. No change or substitution shall bo 
made after the game has been commenced, unless for 
reason of illness or injury. Position of players and 
choice of innings shall bo determined by captains, pre- 
viouflly appointed for that pur|>ose by the respective 
clubs. 

Sec. 26. The umpire shall take care that the reg- 
ulations respecting the hall, hats, bases and the 
pitcher's and ntrikor's position uru strictly observed. 
Ho shall keep a record of the game in a book prepared 
for the purpose; ho shall be the judge affair and 
unfair play* end shall determine all disputes and 
differences which may occur during the game ; he shall 
take especial euro to tied are all foul hulls tuid baulks 
immediately upon their occurrence, un naked, and in a 
distinct and audible manner. 
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the contending olubs. 

• !LJ or Slaver shall be either directly or utdi- 
uwpire,BCorer or piaycr, mm wither 

JL interested in any bet upon th. game hither 

transgressor. 

B J 31 The umpire in anj ma^ shall deter- 
J« when play shall be suspended ; and if the game 
1^ cUuded.it shall be deddri b, the tat 
r«o innings. Prided five inning* ha- been pUyed 
Tdthe paS, h W l»g the greatest number of runsahall 
be declared the winner. 

Ssc. 32. Club, may adopt such rule- re^ng 
bnuTkDOcked beyond or outside of the bounds of the 
field Z £ circumstances of the ground may demand 
Id tbeae rules -hall govern all matches played upon 
3» ground, provided that they are d.tmctly made 
LnwTto every Player and umpire previous to the com- 
menceinent of the game, 
[Fo , ^ of i« - «* ■— ' ** *" C<un '' " ^^ 
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Uniform with Base Ban Player's Companion. 



THE 
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CRICKET PLATER'S 

POCKET COMPANION. 



OOITTAIXlnO 

Plans for Laying Oat the Grmmdi, 
FORMING CLUBS, Ac. Ac, 

tO WHICH AU ADMD 

BUIES AHB BEGULATIONB FOB CBICKET, 

ADOPTKIl |1T THE 

K1BT-LE-BOHE OIUB. 
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